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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1 . (Currently amended) A display and control device for modioal oquipmsnt a life 
support system including units connectable to an electric bus, the display and control device 
comprising: 



a plurality of display/control units, each display/control unit configured as a plug-in 

module and including: 

o a display device having a plurality of activatable pixels, 

o a display activation device which activates the pixels of the display device on 

the basis of data supplied, 
o a transparent input device disposed on a surface of the display device that is to 

face an observer, 

o an input evaluation device which evaluates inputs made via the input device, 
and 

o a unit connector with which the display activation device and the input 

evaluation device are connected and by which the display/control unit can be 
connected to an electric bus, and 
a base unit on which the plurality of display/control units are arranged, the base unit 
configured for mechanical fixing of the displav/control units and including: 
o an electric bus for the communication of the display/control units connected 
thereto, 

o a plurality of connector devices at which respective display/control units can 
be connected to the electric bus via the unit coimector, and 

o a configuration device which is connected with the electric bus and which, 
after connection of a display/control unit to the electric bus, transmits to the 
display/control unit configuration data determining display contents and input 
areas of the display/control unit to be utilized during subsequent operation 
with the modioal oquipmont, life support svstem. wherein, after c onfiguration 
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of the display/control unit has been completed, failure of the configuration 
device during operation does not initially cause a deterioration in an overall 
function of the display and control device, wherein the configuration data 
further comprises an identification of a medical unit connectable to the electric 
bus from which data values are to be received, a criteria for evaluating the 
received data values and a format for displaying a result of the evaluation of 
the received data values. 

2. (Previously presented) The display and control device according to claim 1 , 
wherein for each of the connector devices of the base imit, it is determined in the configuration 
device which configuration data are transmitted to a display/control imit connected to a 
respective connector device. 

3. (Previously presented) The display and conti-ol device according to claim 1 , 
wherein in the configuration device the configuration data transmitted to connected 
display/control units are determined depending on the sequence in which the display/control 
units are connected to the base unit. 

4. (Previously presented) The display and contirol device according to claim 1 , 
wherein several areas to display display contents and to receive inputs are logically defined in 
tiie display device of the display/conti-ol unit. 

5. (Previously presented) The display and control device according to claim 4, 
wherein several of the logical areas are combinable to form a connected area. 

6. (Previously presented) The display and control device according to claim 1, 
wherein the at least one display/control unit includes several display/control devices that are 
constiiicted identically. 
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7. (Previously presented) The display and control device according to claim 1, 
wherein the display/control unit is fixed to the base unit by way of the connection between the 
unit connector and the connector device. 

8. (Previously presented) The display and control device according to claim 7, 
wherein the display/control unit is fixed on the base unit via additional fixing elements. 

9. (Previously presented) The display and control device according to claim 1, 
wherein data for displaying digits, numbers and map pixels are stored in the display activation 
device of the display/control unit. 

10. (Previously presented) The display and control device according to claim 1 , 
wherein the display/control unit and the configuration device are arranged such that data for 
display contents can be transmitted to the display/control unit by the configuration device and 
stored in the display/control unit. 

1 1 . (Previously presented) The display and control device according to claim 1 0, 
wherein the display/control vmit informs the configuration device of which data for display 
contents are stored in the display activation device. 

12. (Previously presented) The display and control device according to claim 1, 

wherein the display/control unit includes a bus communication device via which the display 
activation device and the input evaluation device are connected to the bus. 

13. (Previously presented) The display and control device according to claim 1, 
wherein no further control elements are provided. 
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14. (Previously presented) The display and control device according to claim 1 , 
wherein apart from an on/off switch, no further control elements are provided. 

1 5 . (Previously presented) A display/control unit adapted for use in a display and 
control device according to claim 1. 

1 6. (Currently amended) A display and control apparatus for modioal oquipmont a 
life support system, comprising: 



a plurality of configurable display/control units, each display/control unit configured as a 
plug-in module and including a display device, a display activation device which activates the 
display device on the basis of data supplied from the medical equipment, an input device 
disposed on a surface of the display device, an input evaluation device which evaluates inputs 
made via the input device, and a connector configured to removably connect each display/confrol 
unit to the medical equipment through a communication bus; 

a base unit on which the plurality of display/confrol units are mounted, the base unit 
configured for mechanical fixing of the disnlav/confrol units and including a communication bus 
for communication between the plurality of display/confrol units and the modioal equipment, Ufe 
support svstem. and a pluralitv of connectors for connection to respective display/confrol units; 
and 

a configuration device connected to the communication bus and which fransmits 
configuration data to a display/confrol unit after connection of the display/confrol unit to the 
communication bus, wherein the configuration data establishes display contents and input areas 
of the display/control unit to be utilized during subsequent operation with the medical equipm e nt 
life support svstem an d whoroin, after roooiving the configuration data from the configuration 
dovico, the dioplay/control unit oporatoo indepondontl>^ of the configuration dovioo and 
commn^i^"tnp. flir a pily with th e modical oquipm e n t wherein, afte r configuration of the 
displav/confrol unit has been completed, failure of the configu ration device during operation 
does not initiallv cause a deterioration in an overall fiinction of the dis nlav and confrol device. 
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1 7. (Previously presented) A display and control apparatus as defined in claim 1 6, 
wherein the configuration data comprises an identification of a medical unit connectable to the 
communication bus from which data values are to be received, a criteria for evaluating the 
received data values and a format for displaying a result of the evaluation of the received data 
values. 

18. (Currently amended) A medical system comprising: 

medical e quipm e nt a Ufe support system including a plurality of operational units; and 

a display and control apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of configurable display/control units, each display/control unit 
configured as a plug-in module and including a display device, a display activation device which 
activates the display device on the basis of data supplied firom the medical equipment, an input 
device disposed on a surface of the display device, an input evaluation device which evaluates 
inputs made via the input device, and a connector configured to removably connect the 
display/control unit to the medical equipment; 

a base unit on which the plurality of display/control units are mounted, the base 
unit configured for mechanical fixing of the display/control units and including a plurality of 
connectors for connection to respective display/control units; and 

a configuration device which transmits configuration data to a display/control unit 
after installation of the display/control unit in the base unit, wherein the configuration data 
establishes display contents and input jweas of the display/control unit to be utilized during 
subsequent operation with the m e dical equipm e nt life support system and wh e rein, aft e r 
rec e iving th e configuration data from th e configuration devic e , tho display/control unit operat e s 
indep e nd e ntly of th e configuration d e vice and communicat e s dir e ctly with the medical 
equipment wherein, after configuration of the display/control unit has been completed, failure of 
the configuration device during operation does not initially cause a deterioration in an overall 
fimction of the display and control device . 
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19. (Previously presented) A medical system as defined in claim 1 8, wherein the 
configuration data comprises an identification of an operational unit of the medical equipment 
fi-om which data values are to be received, criteria for evaluating the received data values and a 
format for displaying a result of the evaluation of the received data values. 

20. (Canceled) 



